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Making a difference - One drop at a time.                         

Building a community of practice: 

The inaugural SAHS conference 

The South African Hydrological Society (SAHS) recently 

hosted its inaugural symposium at the Cradle Moon 

Conservancy in Muldersdrift, Gauteng, South Africa. 

Founded in 2022, the SAHS aims to revitalize the hydrology 

community of practice in South Africa and has a vision to 

build a strong, vibrant, diverse and active network of 

hydrologists in South Africa. Attended by 98 delegates, 

the symposium was a resounding success and brought 

together young and senior academics, government 

policy-makers, industry practitioners and CWRR alumni. The high calibre of presenters offered progressive insights 

and introduced new ways of approaching hydrological science, research and practice in South Africa and 

beyond. Speakers emphasised the urgent need to refocus the hydrology research agenda in South Africa to meet 

the current and future challenges presented by an intensifying hydrological cycle engendered by climate change 

to safeguard the wellbeing of ecosystems and society. Topics covered during the symposium included climate 

change impacts, flood studies, land use mapping, agricultural water use and hydrological modelling, hydrological 

monitoring and process observation and many others. Keynote speakers included Professor Hubert Savenije, Dr 

Tendai Sawunyama, Dr Jane Tanner, Prof. Denis Hughes and Dr Michele Toucher and a Special Guest Lecture by Dr 

Jennifer Molantwa. The Symposium offered an excellent opportunity for collaboration, network building and re-

establishing working relationship with past staff members and alumni from the Hydrology discipline.   
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Keynote speakers (left to right): Professor Hubert Savenije, Dr Tendai Sawunyama, Dr Michele Toucher, Dr Jane Tanner and Dr Jennifer Molantwa. 

The Guided River Walk hosted by Dr Julia Glenday and Mr Joshua Rasifudi 

highlighted the serious water quality challenges faced by the Department of 

Water and Sanitation 

Wastewater Works in the upper 

Crocodile River Basin.  

 

Ms Tinisha Chetty Chaired the 

Opening Plenary on Day 2. 

The session addressed various 

topics including agricultural 

water use, hydrological mod-

elling and included a poster 

session.   
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CWRR academics attend the 2022 Kirkham Conference 

The Kirkham Conference 2022 was held from 28 August to 2 September 

2 2022, at the Kruger National Park, South Africa. The Conference 

showcased Soil-Water-Atmosphere Interactions worldwide through the 

following themes: Soil Physics in Agricultural Production, Water 

Resources, and Waste Management. CWRR Members, Prof. Simon 

Lorentz and Dr Daniel Kibirige, delivered presentations on "Surface 

Boundary Conditions for Finite Element Simulation of Platinum Tailings in 

a Semi-Arid Environment "and "Investigating the Accuracy of Various 

Calibration Equations of the EnviroScan Sensor in Soil Water Content 

Estimations in Hungary" respectively.  

CWRR Speakers at the SAHS conference (from left to right): Prof. Jeff Smithers, Mr Mark Horan, Dr Shaeden Gokool, Dr Stefanie 

Schütte, Ms Katelyn Johnson,  and Dr Michele Toucher.  

2022 World Water Week 

CWRR Hydrology Head of discipline Professor Seifu Gurmessa recently co-

chaired A Groundwater Session at the 2022 World Water Week in 

Stockholm, Sweden. The sessions at the conference aimed to uncover 

water’s full value to society within the overall theme of “Seeing the 

unseen: The value of water”. Presentations were focused around the 

value of water for people and development, the financial and economic 

value of water, and the value of water for nature and climate. 

4th SA-Geospatial Symposium 

NeOSS Co-Chair of Circular Economy and 

Natural Resource Management Ms Tinisha 

Chetty and MSc student Ms Kivana Naidoo 

attended the 4th SA-Geospatial Symposium for 

National Development Week 2022. The SA-GEO 

symposium is an annual gathering of South 

Africa’s Space science and technology 

community. The gathering aims to highlight, 

promote, and share knowledge and 

information on space and Earth observation 

applications, products and 

services. Ms Tinisha Chetty 

chaired the plenary session 

on EO and the Circular 

Economy while recently 

awarded MSc student 

Kivana Naidoo, was 

selected to participate in 

the student panel session 

where she presented her 

work on Soil Moisture 

estimation from Earth 

Observation technologies.   

GRIN 2022 

CWRR Researcher Dr Rebecka 

Henriksson recently presented her work 

on social-ecological systems integration 

within the ARUA Water CoE project 

RESBEN (Unlocking Resilient benefits from 

African Water resources) along with 

colleagues from the Institute of Water 

Research at Rhodes University, University 

of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and 

Lancaster University, UK, at the Garden 

Route Inter-face and Network Meeting 

(GRIN) 2022. The GRIN Meeting is a 

symposium-style event for dialogue on, 

and advancement of, research and 

practice dealing 

with the inter-

actions between 

natural  and 

social systems, 

and with how 

those inter -

actions affect 

the challenge of 

sustainability. 
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Ukulinga Howard Davis Memorial  

Symposium 

CWRR Lecturer Mr Simphiwe 

Ngcobo recently presented his 

PhD work on the impacts of 

climatic extremes on 

sugarcane production at the 

Ukulinga Howard Davis 

Memorial Symposium hosted 

by the University of KwaZulu-

Natal. The theme of the 

symposium was “Small scale 

farmers and climate change 

adaptation” and was intended 

to bring together stakeholders 

driving research and practice 

across southern Africa to focus 

on the challenges and 

opportunities facing farmers, particularly smallholder 

farmers, in a changing climate. 

SAIAE 2022 Biennial Symposium 

The South African Institute of Agricultural Engineers 

(SAIAE) held its 2022 Biennial Symposium and CPD 

Event on 21-23 September 2022. CWRR PhD student 

Mr Demian Mukansi presented his MSc work which 

focused on determining the effects of different stor-

age conditions on the mechanical and physiological 

properties of amadumbe. 

He also presented on his 

current PhD study on de-

tecting trends in hydro-

logical extremes and in-

corporating non-station-

ary models in design 

flood estimation in South 

Africa. Given the quality 

of his presentations he 

won an award for the 

best presentation made 

by a young delegate.  

C W R R ’ s  n e w         

Hydrators Student 

Club Committee  
The CWRR Hydrators Club 

elected a new committee in-

tended to be a representative 

body for the postgraduate stu-

dent members of the CWRR. 

The Hydrators club aims to fos-

ter collaborative research and 

a work-life balance and devel-

op a professional work ethic of 

members towards research 

and other activities. Although 

the 2022 committee was elect-

ed late in the year, the Club 

has already engaged in excit-

ing activities, including a 

beach clean-up at the Beach-

wood Mangroves in Durban, 

and has plans to collaborate 

with the Friends of Bisley Na-

ture Reserve (FOBNR) to re-

move alien invasive plants at 

the Bisley Nature Reserve.  2022 Hydrators Student Club (Left to Right): Udhav Maharaj (Chairperson), 

Minenhle Goge (Deputy Chair) Rendani Vele Makahane (Secretary), Thubelihle 

Manqele (Treasurer).  

The CWRR in the news 
In an article recently published by the Sunday Times, CWRR lecturer Mr Simphiwe Ngcobo was asked to offer an 

opinion regarding the recent sewage spill and fish kill in Isipingo Beach lagoon. Mr. Ngcobo noted that the ageing 

hydraulic infrastructure in and around Durban is not keeping pace with the city’s rapid growth and is becoming in-

creasingly problematic as exemplified by the recent extreme floods whose polluted overflow is putting increasing 

strain on the health of wetlands and estuaries. Link to the article: https://www.timeslive.co.za/sunday-times/

news/2022-08-14-durban-becoming-a-cesspool-as-sewage-spills-threaten-public-health-and-environment/ 

The Hydrators’ treasurer Thubelihle Manqele at the Beachwood Mangroves 

participating in the beach clean-up. 
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